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farming conditions in the Nowy Tomysl district. The 
village had consisted nearly exclusively of 5 - to 12 hectare acreage 
most of them having been established in 1936-37. The land and soil in this 
district is rather poor, the main farming products being . -potatoes and rye. ine 

, region has no , forests at allapd very fflH meadows* — __ . — . I 

farm comprising 12^ hectares, the special agricultural commie- 
sion plassifield the soil quality as in 1937: six hectares land of 3rd cate- 
gory and 6.5 hectares land of 4th category. 

"The assessment of the farm’B value and the assessment of taxes to be paid by 
the farmer is done on the basis of this commission’s classification. 

"In 1947 the Communist authorities carried out the so-called ’ reclassification 1 
of farm land, starting with farms exceeding five hectares in acreage, 
soil was categorized thereafter as: 

6 hectare - Category No 1 - Wheat and beet soil; 

4 hectare - Category No 2 - Rye and potato *sail; 

2 hectare - Category No 5 - Sandy soil; »■>.. 
i hectare - Category No 5 - Untillable soil. 

. "The reclassification was taken as a basis for changing the tax assessment, 
first, of all; secondly, the delivery quotas to be supplied to the state were 

fixed on the basis of these categories; and thirdly, the kind of products that 

could be cultivated were laid down in the ’contracting system’ with the state. 
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> contracting system 1 provided for livestock breeding -s veil us the culti- 
t.io i of olants. Apart from the traditional cultivation of sugar beets or 
Nop-, . : ;, c farmer was compelled o cultivate certain prescribed numbers of 
ciax products like, for example, poppy, tobacco and fibrous plants, 
is worth while cbsnr ,H • that vitnin the contracting 
t.ur'.'v. the far me • w*s iven a certain i 

ni .i of julfivarl-... fsanf Qiiv? conditio:;; That n. 

,'or Xjiis chosen product by reason of tne specific 
^arisen to tne official assessment 
farm as follows ; 


iuc - 

Here it 

system for special cul- 
V. oould choose tha 
.rove! uue rl'coessiti' 

..at urc of his farm. A m- 
(classified! 
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Wheat and beet soil 
Rye and potato soil 
Soil for foddef pfd>dU M /tS 
Meadow lan cl 
Untillable soil 


lO nectarej 

0 . y*p Hectares 

1 . b liedtafe' 

2.0 hectare; 

o . {-) hectare (drainage system) 


ILLEGIB 


. Lack of Fertilizer : Since I'pfc; individual farners bo. Win." 
nioi'u xi.:ai xen hectares of land had practically no opportunity to 
purchase the necessary fertilisers. "’brn.ic^ Wv a ■riculturru. coon- 
r-'rrtj /e.;, fertilizers were distributed to the kolkhozes and only 
l very’ restricted quantity was allotted to small land -holders.. All PGP 1 s (state- 
enm-ri farms) received If- '-nentities they cl x • "'or'.. Only < "the farmers Of. larger 
individual tracts were obliged to begin cultivation of some special 
ijjLuiu ionsiaered vitar by xne stuoe ^ poppy , luUaccu, e-ui- 

poao etc.), were they allocated small fertilizer quantities. 

In addition large farm-holders contracting for the production of 
sugar beats could receive certain small quantities of fertilizing 
products. I t he figur e of at least two tons 

H before VI or id War XI. 


of various kinds of fertilizers used 
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is a constant decrease in. the nxmiber of landless wage. laborers*. &0 
they are only able to work short seasons, fam laborers are unable 
to support themselves with, such work the year around, Therefore , 
those jtayiTiS in the country drc in the majority aged people Whoee. 
wor'kinm efrac+ e g g yi.'i/ia l .- > vejfey . omcIu, reduced. /; Alohcr : iritb-^tbat, 
the indue trialitotrlkmt, , ji'all ;•••■' 

the country;;! ilabor :;f^rom villages' to :;the towns: an$ industrial 
centers.!. v ’Therefore, only in rare cases, do the former 1 a 
children remain to work. 1 *®. Eftl s,b &5&y e c e s s i t .> 

those cultivations needin g manual labor, such as sugar beets, cat- 
tle breeding, etc* | I 
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>•. “i;iicin noear.T .or ?;/oc:Uj. ouJ.t:i.vat:i.O i examju; 

'1^53' Vas a better crpp year for potatoes. From ote hectare the result 
was over 450*1* 

Breeding 

; livestock -breeding,, comparing 
pre-rorld War II times and the year 194&, which may be considered as being an 
almost normal period of farming? 

1939 12 S2. 
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Hordes 
Field horses 
Foale 

Horn cattle 
Milk cows./ 
Heifers 
Calves 
Bullocks 


13 12 5 

, ' 8 B' ' ,4 

r ‘ : 2 u _ 
.*?' , 2 , u 

u/.-.'approx. 40 approx 40 13 


,c. Swine - "'-W ®-ap®rox, 40 approx 40 13 

.• . fwi* r/.;r\'. :■ ■ . 

d. Sheep .(tatalj‘. . uu t:*..: u.uv./tr . ,;r 2 M 

: : vc re o^ii .;cd .v ■ ‘ * 

n The above, shown ln^casteat/ch^ /-... breeding conditions 

during the last, years.}, tfp.t© 1946 the qWrntity ao well as the quality of the 

livestock was almost; the .same- ha- before- jPJ*hgs'iSP r t?he number 

o j a. i. inn. +v. 0 « so f.hft urevar total! It can 


-Lj/veuuoctf. xuu ujoumjav vuuct .u«ww- *•»_ -7 — 

of livestock- decreased /to. Ihas .than 30 ^ prewar total* It can 

be observed at the same times, thfcifc 4^:! livestock held by the farmer was chang- 
ing. This was- a consequence o f .advantages offer ed by h oldin g, certain species 
of breedings*. So,, for example farming comprised, of sheop 

breeding* This -has to be explodned by the fact that aftSFl?^ farmers could 
only obtain textiles or net wool in exchange for raw wool. How again, after 
the abolition of these’ rggolationa and along with the better su pply of textile 
materials, it can well ba, •expected , that many form- 

ers will give up sheep -breeding because of. very limited rentability* [ 

very few of those fanners will probably accept the state offer to 
sell their sheep to It.. The. prices paid are much too low; for one sheep the 
state is offering the farmer from 1J0 to 200 zlotys. When selling it ae neat, 
the farmer may /.. realize the. following income*. 
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Meat approximately 25 kilos at approximately 15 zlotys 
tallow approx 10 kilos at approx 30 zlotys 
skin with wool 

approx total 
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375 zlotys 
300 " 

100 zlotys 
775 zlotys 


; ' ■ ■ ■ - * * r,; t , v ■ . i . . . -JrUy 

the above' axaii^.lle*' ; thr6^^ -^Dod-cft Ififet 

pletely on -understandable state measures. Another example of the nuisance pol- 
icy is the change in the breeding. Horse breeding is being neglected and bul- 
loLs are placed on farms for labor. .. When. into conaidpiatio^the economic 
stabilization of the state horse farms, those horses raised, and bred by indivi 
d„»i farmers have very little chance of being sold for 1 the" so-ialleA reifonby 

the yearly purchase of horses by military authorities 

for the improvement of the army horse pool) . 
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reducing day by day. 


the trend of using horses in the army is 
On r.ae otner nmJ , the progressing mechanization of agri- 
pw^turWon" kolkhozes anO sovkhozes is gradually eliminating the horsepower 
from^numaroue fields of e •-ricuir.urai economy. Practically only the owner of a 
j r PT ’ a( Tfin)ltural farm i.s showing up n<-. a horse purchaser • These c nges 
reflating horse breeding. • Official information pub- 

lished in December lyii gives, the actual, number of norses as being appioximately 
2 720 000 (13 horses per XOQ. hectares Qf soil exploited by agriculture) as 
against 3 916 000 m 1939 (which was '15 .3 horses per 100 hectares . In the in- 
formant's ’opinion horse hr-fl<nn- shows a further tendency toward^decrease. As 
an example , he 


ion norse prr**-*- > r j » ■ » j - — — - 

stated tbf neglect of foal breeding by independent farmers. 


Other Incomes m Independent Farms or Indirect Ad vantages 

13. "Among the more import ant items bringing either direct or indirect income for 
the individual farmer | 1 

a„ H .*.ns , ducks, gees? - mostly cuusuio^d by the producers them- 
selves and to a certain degree yielding some income in cash (after 
delivery of the compulsory quota of 50 per cent of the eggs, the 
rest remains for personal use or for sale). 

b. F ml vegetat- les - merely for own consumption 5 

brings the following 


c. S leep wool delivered T ;c the stat*. 
profits: 

Washed wool, of a. length of six one 
"Short 11 washed wool, 


at least 90 zlotys per kilo 
around 30 zlotys per 1 kilo 
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■ 1 on a farm the shearing of one. sheep yields 2-5 kilos of washed wool, 

^ while the shearing of one ram. brings a yield ol four kilos of washed 

wool ) . 

"The delivery to the state -run collecting points (usually agricultural coopera- 
tives) up to 1953 entitled the. farmer in turn to buy: 

a. Woolen textiles for the total, amount received for his wool; 

b. Linen material for 40 per cent of the received amount.. 

16 "Meadows and fodder plants arc meant for the farmer's own use. Hay is not acid 
15 ‘ bylhe farmers, on the contrary, they usually buy hay 

io colloci tho bay oy 1jhsTus&lV€?So , , •. D . j 

Som 140 to 240 zlotys per one uectare of meadow. Transportation is to be paid 
bv the former. Usually the meadows are located at quite some distance. Tor 
eLSle.“ facers of the Poznan district use. to mow state -meadows as 

far away as the Gdansk district,., 
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3 1. "Tiie total loos on account of the compulsory quota system is as follows: 

According to free market, value of goods 53^35 

obtained through state compulsory quotas 13 >371 

Less 

32 . "The only way an individual farmer could make up for such considerable losses 

was for him to seek certain commodities in return for' his 'delivery. v quotas , 

For example, the depicted individual farm received for its delivered pig 

quota approximately 3*5 toas of coal at the official price of 3^3 XlOtyi pCr 
one ton. The free market coal price (It should he called, according to the 
informant, rather a black market price) amounted to around 600 zlotys per one 
ton meaning a •saving* on hia pig delivery of about one. thousand zlotys, com- 
posed as follows: ■ ).isuffucMtiy uuo .\> 

Official price 1,125 zlotys 

Black market price 2,100 zlotys 

Thereby saving approximately one. thousand zlotys. 

33 . "Other commodities that could be obtained at official prices are chemical fer- 

tilizers, small quantities of. fire wood and special fodder items, such as, 
for example, fish flour, fodder chalk and the like. 

3 ^. "It must, however, be remembered tha t all of these commodities were only dis- 
tributed in very limited quantities] 

the official distribution covered not more 

than 50 per cent of its needs. 

35 . "When looking at the prices . paid for delivery quotas in comparison to the 

prices paid for distributed commodities, cne arrives at more examples for the 
far-reaching exploitation of the individual farmers by the state. For example, 
each farmer has the right to buy certain quantities of ‘special food' of ,, inita , ‘ * 
(which is grain in rather crushed condition not ground). In the productive 
process of M.nita 1 there are no wastes at all. While the individual farmer 
is only receives ;,l zlotys per < one quintal of barley, he is forced at the 
3ame time to pay 160 zlotys per one quintal of •inita.* 

36. "Still more unjust is the exploitation in the delivery of meat. The state 

pay. approximately 5*40 zlotgR3,ifor one kilo ftf live hog (including 
premium}^...* • . (Tue average price ia fixed by classic lotion or tut; from 

to ten, according to meat quality and fat content.) 

37. "Simultaneously the average price of good pork in state^run shops is 32 

zlotys per kilo; the price for sausage or ham is ou zxotys per one Kir o. 

36. "The following calculations are worth Stating: 

a. Ordinarily, the maximum' Waste from pigs in unusable scraps 
does not exceed 12 per . cent of their weight; 

b. Other aeraps, -such as blood, bowels, nnA nog*B hair, have 
very often high value; a considerable portion of the bones is sold at 
meat prices; 

c. The average weigh'd of good fat pigs (others are not ac- 
cepted by the collecting points) fluctuates from 100 to 120 kilos, 
yielding 85 to 105 kilos of meat. From this quantity at least 60 
to 80 kilos are good quality meat (including lard); 
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4l. 


selling the uhul« quantity as ruv meu.t and. paying 
from ; .’.c tc G.'jj zlotys cur one kilo, the statu receives 1 ° n to 
2.7P: '* ■ n /ir«< lw r-v * n , i*p. . j :i .;j , ,r sausace *r>f) *..t io.^R 300 

additional ulotys are obi, allied (when considering the price of the lowest 
category of product -quality rating at 12 zlotys car one kilo). 

"This cnleul-.vtio' demonstrates that the state's co.umissio (called 
'Ilarzut, 1 a term use a at present ... the Communist system to define the differ- 
ence bo uoo.. the purchasing and selling price) amounts for port to at least 
gOO per ce..t. 

"Every year in February the quantity of compulsory quotas is estimated. Theo- 
retically, assessments are based on incomes and likewise tae authorities take 
into consideration the farm acreage which is classified into one of the fol- 
lowing categories: 

•A* category - farms of five hectares* acreage of 'worst' /si£7 soil 
quality; 

*B 1 category - farms over five hectares' acreage of 'better' 
quality soil; 

'C ' and *j ' refer so farms of five te ten hectares' 

acreage of 'better' or 'worse' farmland; 

The next categories are for the 'kulaks' f irms » 


the state has full discretion in the 

assessment of jompulsory quotas. There are many cases, however where 
farmers, in line with such assessments, are under obligation to supply com- 
modities not even produced on their farms. In such cases, the farmers have 
the right to appeal to higher levels (on county or even district level) but 
it is weary and troublesome and lasts over several months,. 

"To avoid the expense and lengthy procedures, many farmers simply buy 
up the re curved commodity am. deliver ; t to the collecting points as serx- 


produccd. 


jperiods when the quantity 

Turned *i -vtely after harvest the 


estimates for the compulsory quotas are fixed 
soil is prepared for the next year. Winter * production plans 
by the state ar. often Too late, particularly wnen dealing with 

specit.' 1 crops 'or which the soil needs special preparation. 

Taxes and dues 

43. "Another worry of the farmers arc boxes, dues and insurance contributions. 

Wit) the introduction rf compulsory quotas, insurance became an im- 
portant factor. All contracted commodities are nov to be insured. 

44. "For example, a farmer who lias not insured his pigs would be, obliged to pay 

off to the state either in natural commodities or in cash indemnity if the 

pigs djed during breading time. A farm with 12. ^ hectares* acreage 

a. Land tax of about 11,400 zlotys; and 

b. Insurance taxes of approximately 2,100 zlotys. 

? i3. "in iyj2 the taxe included contributions for the so-called 'Agriculture Sav- 
ing Fund* (Funduss Oszczeanosci Rolnictwa) but this has been liquidated. Ac- 
cording to regulations, farmer:; could .btain an investment credit 

in the amouni of their -egistered payments. The liquid ation of the FOR was ar- 
ranged by the authorities without much aid. Although 
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yet has not been put practice. |^ lon of the z i 0 ty-.and consequently 

valued zlotys 0 

"Agricultural taxes are due for payment on instalment rates, namely, in January, 
February, May, August, September, and November. 

r.nrnnnTsorv Work ( ' Szarwark ' ) ! 

(a) For the settlement: Manual work (pieszy szarwark) - 26 days j 
during the year at 12 zlotys per day. 

Cart with horse - six days during the year at 74 zlotys per day. 

The peculiarity of tbi. ilocl of “1“" g, U.e’XSr 
S" rS’tocSM bo W.'** ye.r eroded 500 tlotys 

for his settlement. 

<»> For ,be oo-»it g Tbe “yeSfr:™ Stb“» bSJee 

*or C S. ( fr s iS2o“Jyf^ Sr). TbL ji»o of 

23s r»r^»V3rs^ j asxs.' - «- 

this compulsory ■ work „ 

"»»»g the -or* to be p,rfoi-d by f.r. 

of highways , hauling of. wood fr ° m , In addition, drainage and irrigation 

work'have^to^be performed! ?he latter ^der the Communists administration is 
called 1 irrigation activity’ o i 

"As . result, the oo.pul.or, e* d boepe id .ork •«» additioml burden. «. » » 
work in Poland. A 12f hectare farm -pays' yearly. 
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For the settlement 
For the community 


765 zlotys 
1,152 " 


1,908 zlotys 

"Altogether the burdens on a farm per year are as follows: 


(a) Loss by the compulsory quota system 

(b) Taxes and insurance 

(c) Compulsory work 


39,864 zlotys 
13,500 " 

1,908 " 

55,272 zlotys 


5?lS1<i*2S cLoditieS .5. lower ihor oe tbe free »«.!.» 
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